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was, in effect, his own Secretary of De-
fense.”” When Defense Secretary Neil
McElIroy warned him that further
budget cuts could harm national secu-
rity, Eisenhower acerbically replied: If
you go to any military installation in
the world where the American flag is
flying and tell the Commander that Ike
says he’ll give him an extra star for his
shoulder if he cuts his budget, there’ll
be such a rush to cut costs that you’ll
have to get out of the way.”

He would periodically sigh to Andy
Goodpaster, his Chief of Staff, ‘“God
help the Nation when it has a Presi-
dent who doesn’t know as much about
the military as I do.”

As we all know, Eisenhower made a
famous statement in his farewell ad-
dress warning against the excesses of
the military-industrial complex. I
think, Mr. Speaker, he would be
shocked at how far we have gone down
that road against which he warned us.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 49
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

God of the universe, we give You
thanks for giving us another day.

Concerns about budget, taxes, immi-
gration, among others, reveal the con-
siderable divisions both in Congress
and among the American populace as
well. Meanwhile, advocacy groups of
many persuasions, from the National
Down Syndrome Society to the Small
Arts and Crafts Association, visit the
offices of Members all over Capitol
Hill.

As opinions and emotions surge loud-
ly and with little indication of easy so-
lution, we take this quiet moment to
ask Your blessing upon the Members of
this people’s House.

We thank You again that we have a
Nation steadied by the Constitution,
and that our participative form of gov-
ernment, difficult as it is, continues to
model for the world the values of free-
dom rooted in a respect for all Your
children.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
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ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. HILL led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

WELCOMING BRANDON MARTZ

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to welcome Brandon Martz and
his family from Jackson County to our
Nation’s Capitol.

They are here with the help of the
Dream Foundation, which fulfills
dreams for terminally ill young people
and adults. Brandon is 18 years old and
has been battling Duchenne muscular
dystrophy since he was a toddler.

One of the things we talked about
today in my office was the 21st Century
Cures Act and the need to expedite the
development of new cures by
prioritizing medical research and
streamlining the FDA approval proc-
ess.

Signed into law in December of last
yvear, this landmark initiative will
bring hope for patients and families
suffering from some of the worst dis-

eases and hopefully fulfill many
dreams.
Mr. Speaker, it was an honor to

spend time with Brandon, his brother,
and his parents today and play a part
in helping Brandon’s dream become a
reality.

I hope their time in Washington of-
fers an opportunity to create many
lasting memories together as a family
and fulfill many dreams.

————

REMEMBERING RIVERSIDE COUN-
TY SUPERVISOR JOHN J. BENOIT

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, Riverside
County supervisor John J. Benoit

served his community with duty,
honor, and integrity.

Last year, Supervisor Benoit passed
away in December 2016 after battling
pancreatic cancer. His legacy of service
to his constituents lives on throughout
my district.
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Supervisor Benoit dedicated his life
to the safety of our community as a po-
lice officer for the Corona Police De-
partment, and then as a commander in
the California Highway Patrol. He
served as a board member for the
Desert Sands Unified School District,
as a California assemblyman and State
senator, and most recently as super-
visor of Riverside County.

I was honored to work with Super-
visor Benoit. His dedication, respect,
and devotion to his constituents is ex-
emplary and admirable.

My thoughts and prayers remain
with his wife, Sheryl, and to their two
children, Ben and Sarah.

On behalf of the people of California’s
36th Congressional District, my wife,
Monica, and my family, thank you sin-
cerely for your service.

———

LET’S ACT NOW ON CLIMATE
CHANGE

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
my constituents and I are so blessed to
live, to work, and to play in the para-
dise that is south Florida. But for our
kids and our grandchildren to enjoy
the same positive experiences that we
have had, it is vital that we act now to
combat climate change.

Creating a thoughtful dialogue on
Capitol Hill about the harmful impact
of climate change is essential for us to
be able to take proactive action toward
solving the challenges brought about
by this real and growing threat.

Congress can no longer dispute the
fact that sea level rise has been occur-
ring steadily over the last 100 years. I
have seen firsthand how our streets
keep flooding from king tides, which
impacts our constituents, businesses,
tourism, and our economic livelihood.

There is positive progress emerging
from south Florida. We have led on sea
level rise proposals with the Miami-
Dade County Sea Level Rise Task
Force and the Southeast Florida Re-
gional Climate Change Compact.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that we put par-
tisan politics aside and tackle the inev-
itable threat of climate change.

———

BUILDING TRADES

(Mr. VARGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the San Diego
Building and Construction Trades
Council, and the International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers Local 569,
and applaud the leadership of their
business manager, a proud marine,
Tom Lemmon.

Yesterday, these patriots stood up
for something much larger than them-
selves when they resisted the Trump
administration’s contempt for workers’
rights, misogyny, racism, and
Islamophobia.
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It is in the best tradition of orga-
nized labor to stand for others’ rights
and against a system that attempts to
exploit the most vulnerable in our soci-
ety. They stood up against threats to
organized labor. They stood up against
separating immigrant families. They
stood up for working families and the
most vulnerable in our society.

Again, I congratulate Tom Lemmon,
Gretchen Newsom, and Carol Kim,
along with many others, for their cour-
age to speak up and resist.

Their resistance is a great patriotic
reminder to all of us to stand up for
what we know is right.

PENDING CRISIS IN AFRICA

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to bring attention to the impending
crisis in Africa. More than 20 million
people in Yemen, South Sudan, Soma-
lia, and Nigeria face starvation and
famine, according to the U.N. Sec-
retary-General.

At a time when the mainstream
media and the Washington press corps
is obsessed with President Trump, they
remain silent when there is a mounting
disaster that could make the Syrian
refugee crisis look like child’s play.

All four of these countries have weak
or failing governments, and each is in
the midst of a seemingly endless con-
flict perpetrated by evil terrorist
groups, such as Boko Haram, al
Shabaab, and al-Qaida.

Pouring the billions of needed dollars
into the region will help stop the com-
ing famine, but it will take American
leadership working with partners in
the region willing to take a stand to
rid their continent of these terrorist
threats.

I will continue to bring light to the
imminent crisis in Africa, and I urge
my colleagues to focus on this critical
issue.

———

MAKE IT IN AMERICA

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, in the
20th century, good-paying manufac-
turing jobs built the middle class in
Rhode Island and across our country.
But in recent decades, millions of these
jobs have disappeared. Factories have
been shuttered. Bad trade deals have
moved American jobs to other coun-
tries.

It is time to rebuild American manu-
facturing. It is time to support making
things in America again. That is why I
have introduced H.R. 1672, the Make It
In America Manufacturing Commu-
nities Act, a bipartisan bill that will
help revitalize American manufac-
turing and promote the creation of
good-paying jobs in our country.

This is a commonsense bill that
incentivizes communities, together
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with the private sector, higher edu-
cation, and other key stakeholders to
work together to strengthen their
manufacturing economies. It provides
targeted investments and support to
make regions and local communities
competitive in manufacturing again—
communities like those in my home
State of Rhode Island, the birthplace of
the American industrial revolution.

Mr. Speaker, let’s put America back
to work at good-paying jobs. Let’s get
this done and pass H.R. 1672. Let’s work
to export great American goods and
not great American jobs.

————
SIKH FESTIVAL OF VAISAKHI

(Mr. MEEHAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and to raise na-
tional awareness of the Sikh festival of
Vaisakhi. Next Friday, hundreds of
thousands of Sikhs living across the
United States will take part in the fes-
tival to celebrate these significant ele-
ments of their religion: the Sikh New
Year, the spring harvest, and the cre-
ation of Khalsa, the fellowship of de-
vout Sikhs created in 1699.

This year, on April 8, the East Coast
Sikh Coordination Committee has or-
ganized a National Sikh Day Parade to
mark this occasion.

Mr. Speaker, I, along with my fellow
chairs on the Sikh Congressional Cau-
cus, introduced H. Res. 189, which rec-
ognizes Vaisakhi’s historic, cultural,
and religious significance and its im-
portance to the Sikh communities
across the United States. Additionally,
it expresses this body’s respect for all
communities and religions who cele-
brate the festival.

I encourage all of my colleagues to

support this measure in honor of
Vaisakhi.
——
CLOSE THE FOREIGN MONEY
LOOPHOLE

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, we know
from our law enforcement and intel-
ligence agencies that there was an ef-
fort by Russia to covertly influence our
elections.

And we know that, according to Re-
publican Intelligence Committee
Chairman RICHARD BURR, Russia is
both covertly and overtly trying to in-
fluence elections right now in France
and in Germany.

What most folks may not know is
that right now there is a loophole in
our campaign finance laws that would
allow foreigners to use their wealth to
influence our elections, possibly in-
cluding wealthy individuals aligned
with Russian dictator Vladimir Putin
and corporations controlled by Putin
allies.

This is not a partisan issue. This is
an American issue. There was more
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than $1 billion spent by outside groups
in the 2016 election. It is virtually im-
possible to know where all this money
is coming from.

While U.S. laws prohibit foreign
money from being used in our elec-
tions, there is a loophole that could
allow this money in. That is why I am
introducing the Election Protection
and Integrity Certification Act to close
that loophole and keep money from
Russia and other foreign sources out of
our election system.

Mr. Speaker, our democracy is under
attack and Democrats and Republicans
need to join together to stop Russian
influence in our elections. We need to
close the foreign money loophole.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHIEF
DEPUTY CLINT GREENWOOD

(Mr. BABIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that I rise today to honor
the life of Harris County Precinct 3 As-
sistant Chief Deputy Constable Clint
Greenwood.

On Monday morning, Chief Deputy
Greenwood was tragically murdered as
he arrived to work at the Baytown,
Texas, courthouse. Chief Deputy
Greenwood was a respected and com-
mitted 30-year law enforcement vet-
eran of the Houston area.

My heartfelt prayers go out to Chief
Deputy Greenwood, his family, and the
entire law enforcement community.

After yet another intentional killing
of a Texas law enforcement officer, we
must do more to end the continued vio-
lence and hate-filled rhetoric directed
at our brave law enforcement officers.
We hope for a quick apprehension of
the evil perpetrators and an answer to
why.

I stand in strong solidarity with the
law enforcement community and offer
my deepest condolences to all those
impacted by the senseless murder of
Chief Deputy Greenwood.

Rest in peace, Brother Clint Green-
wood, and may God bless your family
and all those who wear the uniform.

———
O 12156

PUTIN’'S ATTEMPT TO HIJACK DE-
MOCRACY NEEDS INVESTIGA-
TION

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, from the North Atlantic to
the North Pacific, to the Baltic Seas,
the Russian people are standing up to
Vladimir Putin and his decades of egre-
gious corruption. The protests in Mos-
cow are punctuated with chants that
Putin is a thief. And, of course, the
anticorruption protest leaders have
been jailed. And our President, the
United States President, the leader of
the free world, says that he admires
Putin’s strongman ways.
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